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The Haitian Student Organization hosted 
their annual “Share-A-Plate” event on Nov. 22 
in the Graham Center Ballrooms for the fifth 
year in a row.
The event tradition started in 2011 when a 
former HSO president decided to create a place 
for students to celebrate Thanksgiving at school 
by sharing meals from cultures all over the 
world.
Gabrielle Barlatier, a sophomore majoring in 
social work and the president of the HSO, said 
she was looking forward to the big turnout of this 
event of about 150 people including members of 
other cultural clubs per the HSO’s invitation. 
The event usually marks the end of HSO 
festivities for the fall semester. As final exams 
approach, the organization offered students an 
opportunity to relax and share what they are 
thankful for with their peers.
“...The tradition lives on and grow[s] stronger 
every year,” Barlatier said. 
Over the years, the event has become more 
and more about a unified celebration of different 
cultures and backgrounds, according to Barlatier.
“We are proud to have the main cultural clubs 
at FIU collaborate to make this event a success. 
They each will be contributing a plate of food 
that is originally from their country,” she said.
The Haitian Student Organization hosted 
their annual “Share-A-Plate” event on Nov. 22 
in the Graham Center Ballrooms for the fifth 
year in a row.
The event tradition started in 2011 when a 
former HSO president decided to create a place 
for students to celebrate Thanksgiving at school 
by sharing meals from cultures all over the 
world.
Students come together over 
HSO Thanksgiving event
NICOLE STONE
News Director
nicole.stone@fiusm.com
For many students, 2016 was a 
“goat rodeo,” a term describing a 
chaotic situation in a bureaucratic 
setting. For Brenton F. Alston, 
the term worked doubly to suit 
the uncertainty many felt about 
the election. 
“I didn’t know how the 
election would turn out. It turns 
out that this was just the piece I 
needed to play,” Alston said.
The piece Alston chose on 
the night of Nov. 21, David 
Biedenbender’s “Schism,” mixes 
club riffs and jazz to create 
textures reminiscent of EDM 
music without the assistance of 
electronics, Alston said. It was 
one of the highlights of A Tribute 
to Pulse, an evening when the 
FIU Wind Ensemble honored 
the victims of the Orlando club 
shooting on June 12. 
“I always try to have a 
concept more than just the music 
with my concerts. Because in 
higher education, sometimes 
it’s all about putting stuff in – 
knowledge or information. You 
don’t have time to let it really 
resonate within you and come 
through you again,” Alston said. 
“With my concerts, we’re going 
to play music, yes. But we’re also 
going to do something greater 
than ourselves because we can 
– because that’s what we have 
to do in our lives. We need to 
be activists for humans, human 
rights and our planet.”
The murder of 49 people and 
injury of 53 others resonated 
within the concert hall, carried 
by melody and highlighting 
the tragedy that cut the LGBT 
community deeply, which 
includes Alston. He said he 
wasn’t sure how he was going to 
get up the next morning.
“I’ve been to that club,” 
Alston said. “As a member of the 
LGBT community and after the 
loss of my friend Matt Shepard in 
the late ‘90s, for something that 
horrific to happen – it knocked 
the wind out of me.”
For students, according to 
Gisela Vega who oversees LGBT 
Initiatives across FIU campuses, 
Pulse altered their feeling of 
security in the identities many of 
them were exploring for the first 
time.
“It changed how they feel 
about their level of safety. 
Students were starting to feel that 
they were safe and that [Pulse] 
just threw it out,” Vega said.
Sarah Klapka, a junior 
psychology major and member 
of the LGBT community, finds 
herself coming to a similar 
realization. 
“It showed us that we have 
not come as far in history as I 
would’ve hoped,” Klapka said. 
“It’s a wake up call that hate 
is still winning and is yet to be 
overcome by love.”
The students who have 
shown extreme distress for their 
safety after Pulse were directed 
to CAPS to get guidance and 
support, according to Vega.
In the wake of the worst 
massacre in American history, 
Alston hopes to delve into the 
healing process for all and 
himself with music.
“The only way that I can deal 
with something like that is to try 
and promote life and love and 
bring people together, which 
music can do in a beautiful way.” 
He said.
The songs for the tribute were 
chosen by Alston who wanted to 
capture the sounds and moods of 
the night scene. 
The evening’s emotional 
climax was Elliot Del Borgo’s 
“Do Not Go Gentle into That 
Good Night,” a piece based on 
Dylan Thomas’s eponymous 
villanelle, in which Thomas 
addresses his dying father.
“It immediately came to my 
mind when I was putting the 
concert together. I’m a firm 
believer that light will drive out
FIU Wind 
Ensemble pays 
tribute to Pulse
TEAM WORK
Taylor Martinez, a junior studying psychology and Adrian Gutierrez, a junior biomedical engineering 
major, study organic chemistry in Primera Casa as finals approach.
Javier Sanlley/The Beacon
Dr. Brenton F. Alston 
Conductor forWind Ensemble
School of Music
I’ve been to that club. As a member of the LGBT 
community and after the loss of my friend Matt Shepard 
in the late ‘90s, for something that horrific to happen – it 
knocked the wind out of me.
SEE PULSE, PAGE 2
SEE HSO, PAGE 2
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Hatian Student 
Organization gives thanks
Nenchyna Valme, a sophomore 
majoring in nursing and a HSO 
member, participated in last year’s 
“Share-A-Plate” event and loved the 
sense of community.
“My best memory from last year 
was interacting with students all the 
Haitian Organizations in the Florida 
universities,” Valme said. “Seeing 
everyone come together in one night 
was very moving and gave me a 
great sense of Thanksgiving.” 
Valme was also eager to see the 
entertainment during the event, 
namely the performances from the 
dance teams.
 Lovely Monel, a senior health 
services administration major and 
business communication minor, 
is the special events coordinator 
responsible for the realization of 
this year’s Thanksgiving event. She 
worked with her team for the past 
few weeks to make sure the dinner 
had a successful turnout.
“I am really excited for the turnout 
of this year’s “Share-A-Plate.” We 
will be sharing and showcasing the 
different cultures at FIU, not only 
through the food but also through 
the performances,” Monel said prior 
to the event.
Monel created ways for people 
to share what they are thankful for 
throughout the night to increase 
interaction between guests.
At the entrance door, there was 
a board where people could write 
the things they are thankful for and 
there were also cards available on all 
the tables for people to express their 
gratitude. 
Throughout the night, the host 
randomly selected some of the cards 
to read outloud to the audience.
Monel mentioned the hard work 
put into the event to bring in various 
plates, entertainment and students.
“My team has been putting in a 
lot of work into making it the best 
“Share-A-Plate event yet,” Monel 
said.
Monel was looking forward to 
welcoming the FIU community to 
a warm Thanksgiving atmosphere 
where everyone thinks deeper about 
their year and gives thanks. 
The event made for a family 
setting where people designated 
time to interact with each other on 
their respective table. Monel’s goal 
is to have everyone listen to each 
other and understand the beauty of 
Thanksgiving.
“Share-a-Plate” had a cultural 
aspect to it as well, as many 
organizations contributed a dish 
from their country to celebrate the 
diversity in their Thanksgiving.  
Attendees included students from 
Caribbean Student Organization who 
represented countries in the central 
Americas, Global Community 
Engagement who represented the 
Dominican Republic, the Brazilian 
Culture Club, the African Student 
Organization and the Indian Club on 
campus.
FIU Wind Ensemble offers 
healing moment in Pulse tribute
 darkness. We keep going with the light in our lives,” 
Alston said. 
Vega believes the concert provided an opportunity for 
the power of music to mend painful and deep wounds.
“I think music is incredibly healing. It’s an universal 
language that we can all relate to on an emotional level,” 
Vega said. “I do believe in the power of music to be a 
healing avenue for everyone.”
Alston echoed this sentiment.
“Just coming together and singing or just listening 
has a way to bring feelings up and out. It allows for a 
spiritual sharing environment that is very special and 
unique. Everyone is vulnerable and it’s a very beautiful 
thing to be a part of.” Alston said. 
Alston urged LGBT students to realize that the 
fight isn’t over. He believes that students need to start 
discovering and expressing what they feel and believe 
without shame.
“We have to band together – all of us. We need to be 
even prouder of who we are,” He said. 
Alston also emphasised Pulse’s role as an important 
reminder to everyone, regardless of orientation, to 
preserve one’s humanity amidst the bloodshed.
“Aside from the fact that it was the worst massacre in 
this country’s history, it speaks to what’s happening in 
terms of our humanity. We’ve seen the temperature on 
things like this rise from school massacres, to columbine 
and Sept. 11th. Eventually, you’re not going to bat an 
eye too hard to something like that,” Alston explained. 
“I think we need to keep these things in the forefront 
so that we’re constantly reminded that we don’t want to 
repeat ourselves.” 
Vega emphasised the fact that the road to equality is 
a long one, especially when so many LGBT youths are 
finding themselves homeless after coming out to their 
families.
“A lot of our students are in need. Homelessness 
among LGBT people is at an astronomical rate. 40 
percent of all homeless youth are LGBT and I see a lot of 
those students on our campus,” Vega said. “There were 
all sorts of people at Pulse that night. We all deserve to 
live in a world that’s free of hate and discrimination and 
to feel that we can be who we are without having any 
repercussions. Pulse needs to be remembered because it 
shows that we have a long road to go in terms of being 
able to create a place where people feel safe.”
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Despite Trump’s skepticism, nearly 
200 countries pledge to keep fighting 
climate change
Negotiators from nearly 200 countries ended 
two weeks of talks Saturday pledging to press on 
with the fight against climate change –– with or 
without the help of the next U.S. president.
The election of Donald Trump, who has called 
global warming a “hoax” and has threatened 
to cancel U.S. participation in an international 
climate deal, cast a pall over the conference in 
Marrakech.
Egyptians fume about 
skyrocketing food prices
Across Egypt, food prices have soared as political 
upheavals have upset the economy, damaging tourism, a 
major source of income. Low oil prices have compounded 
the problem.
In a country where increases in the prices of food 
staples have always been a source of popular unrest, there 
are growing concerns about recent trends _ shortages 
of baby formula, sugar and other staples, in addition to 
tainted meat and fruit. And now koshary costs $1.
Last week, the International Monetary Fund approved 
a three-year, $12-billion bailout for Egypt. The nation will 
receive $2.75 billion immediately, with the rest subject to 
economic performance and further reforms.
China, with Trump’s election, tries to 
claim free-trade and climate-change 
leadership
China is moving swiftly after Donald Trump’s. 
election as U.S. president to claim the mantle of the 
world’s champion of free trade and the fight against 
climate change –– a role reversal that appeared barely 
imaginable just a month ago.
President Xi Jinping said at the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation forum in Peru Saturday that he wants to boost 
global trade and provide a level playing field for foreign 
companies. Last week, China indirectly chided Trump for 
his views on global warming, which the president-elect 
has called a Chinese hoax to hurt U.S. manufacturing.
Seeing everyone come together in one night was very 
moving and gave me a great sense of Thanksgiving.
Nenchyna Valme 
Sophomore
Nursing
HSO, PAGE 1
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Global warming. You 
probably cannot go more 
than a few days without 
hearing about this hot 
topic. All of our choices 
are linked to this sad 
reality for Earth. 
We are told to drive 
smart cars, to decrease 
the amount of greenhouse 
gases that enter the 
atmosphere and to be 
conscious of our decisions 
overall. 
But one of the biggest 
contributors to global 
warming may not be what 
you expected. 
There has been an 
increasing loss of sea ice 
as the years have gone by. 
But how does this affect 
us? And more importantly, 
what does it mean for the 
future of our planet?
Sea ice is frozen ocean 
water, according to the 
National Snow and Ice 
Data Center. It is found in 
the Arctic and Antarctic, 
grows during the winter 
months and melts during 
the summer months. 
If we don’t live in the 
Arctic or Antarctic, then it 
shouldn’t have an impact 
on our daily lives, right? 
Wrong. 
Polar ice is something 
that influences our 
global climate. The ice 
has a bright surface and 
therefore, reflects the light 
back into space. 
With the warming 
temperatures, there will be 
less ice over time to reflect 
sunlight into space.  And 
with this domino effect, 
temperatures will continue 
to rise further. 
Even with the slightest 
temperature increase, this 
will, over time, hurt the 
polar regions of Earth the 
most because they are the 
most sensitive areas to 
climate change. 
NSIDC also notes that 
the movement of ocean 
waters is triggered by 
melting sea ice. 
“Cold, dense, polar 
water sinks and moves 
along the ocean bottom 
toward the equator, 
while warm water from 
mid-depth to the surface 
travels from the equator 
toward the poles. Changes 
in the amount of sea ice 
can disrupt normal ocean 
circulation,” the NSIDC 
website states.
Therefore, this could 
have a dangerous effect on 
climate change. 
According to the World 
Economic Forum, there 
are three approaches we 
can take to prevent arctic 
ice from completely 
melting. 
First, we need to 
monitor the ice and the 
rate at which it is melting 
by utilizing the satellites 
orbiting around the earth. 
Next, we need to 
reduce our emissions. 
Scientists have estimated 
that we have already used 
up half of our planet’s 
carbon budget but we 
can all reduce our carbon 
footprint by using less 
electricity, depending less 
on cars and disposing of 
waste properly. 
Finally, this is a 
very complex issue that 
requires global leaders to 
pay attention. 
However, citizens also 
play a big role in this. It’s 
important to elect leaders 
who have the interest of 
the environment in mind 
and make sure those 
in office focus on this 
important issue.
Every winter, there is 
less and less sea ice. This 
is the time to get involved 
before we change the 
future of our planet for the 
worse. 
Amanda Jung is a 
contributing writer for 
FIU Student Media. Her 
column, Eyes on the 
Earth, is a commentary 
on current global 
environmental issues. For 
suggestions or comments, 
please contact Amanda at 
opinion@fiusm.com. 
This notion 
that everything 
must have a 
new angle and 
fresh outlook 
is nothing short 
of draining and 
leaves writers 
tuckered out. 
When did 
using simple, 
comprehendible and relatable 
language become a sin in the 
world or writing?
Language originated a short 
1.8 million years ago, which 
means there is a high likelihood 
everything I have ever wanted 
- or will ever want - to say has 
already been said numerous 
times already. 
I am constantly encouraged 
to push the boundaries, be 
innovative, use my creativity, 
transcend time and move people 
with my words, but what does 
that even mean?
How is that possible when the 
words I would so naturally reach 
for are received with a shake of 
the head?
 Every thought I have has 
already been pondered, and 
every phrase I jot down has 
practically been beaten down 
into oblivion, but I want to say 
them.
Words have meaning, words 
have power and simply because 
they are common doesn’t mean 
I must overwork and exhaust 
myself trying to find an out-of-
this-world explanation for the 
same end result. 
I can use the same words as 
anyone else but arrange them so 
that the outcome will be original 
and fresh according to my own 
unique experiences. In zealously 
seeking that correct formula of 
words that will make readers 
sing, writers lose sight of the 
true meaning of their work. 
Their poems, essays and 
blogs become littered with 
awkward words they didn’t 
know the meaning of until they 
“right-click-synonymed.” 
This lessens the authenticity 
of their work and their intrinsic 
outlook. 
In trying so desperately 
to capture the attention of 
professors and astound readers 
with their all-around hefty 
vocabulary and metaphorical 
imagery, a writer’s voice is lost 
in translation. 
Sometimes - and dearest 
English Department, brace 
yourselves - a cliché just feels 
right. 
It’s time for writers to 
snatch back the power of their 
own words; for them to simply 
say what they want to, and for 
everyone else who scoffs at the 
sight of familiar phrases to turn 
the other cheek and give these 
writers the benefit of the doubt. 
What they have to say is 
more important than burning 
the midnight oil in search of a 
phrase that will dazzle readers. 
It’s time for writers to take 
back their beloved words, their 
splendid comma splices and 
their endless idioms off the 
chopping block. 
It’s this exhausting little rule 
that hinders people with true 
potential from speaking their 
minds. 
Stop losing sleep over 
enforcing such strict and trivial 
technicalities, and realize that 
some things are better said 
simply. 
It’s about high time writers 
ignored what everyone else 
demands from them and wrote 
what resonates with them. 
In my experience, true 
poignancy is most often found 
hiding in the gray area where 
rules do not exist and where 
freedom is allowed to carelessly 
romp where it wants. 
Sofia  Sanchez  is a 
contributing writer for 
FIU Student Media. Her 
column, Millennial Times, 
is a commentary on social 
issues specifically pertaining 
to millennial readers. For 
suggestions or comments, 
please contact Sofia at 
opinion@fiusm.com
Melting sea ice could have a 
dangerous effect on our climate
Writers shouldn’t be afraid of clichés
MILLENNIAL 
TIMES 
SOFIA SANCHEZ
EYES ON 
THE EARTH
AMANDA JUNG
Sometimes - and 
dearest English 
Department, brace 
yourselves - a cliché just 
feels right. 
Samual pritchard-torreS/the Beacon
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Polar ice is 
something that 
influences our 
global climate.
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TECH GAME STRONG
Student organization aims to provide 
students with tech skills necessary for jobs
Top Left: A biomedical engineering student 
tries out Microsoft’s virtual reality software 
during Tech Group’s Pit event to bring 
Bottom Left: The GC Pit housed a virtual reality station, a Surface station and a video 
game station to showcase the techonology that Microsoft has and to engage students in 
learning more about technology and business.
CAYLA BUSH
Editor in Chief
cayla.bush@fiusm.com
Tech Group’s bottom line is 
to help students get jobs and its 
leadership team is willing to do 
whatever they can to help their 
members.
The student organization 
is a sub-organization of 
the Association of Latino 
Professionals for America 
geared toward providing 
members technical skills such 
understanding commonly-used 
software within accounting, 
finance and technology 
companies. 
“The point of ALPFA and 
Tech Group is to make everyone 
more well-rounded. ALPFA 
provides something we don’t and 
we provide something ALPFA 
doesn’t,” said Kevin Betancourt, 
Tech Group’s president. “So, 
when we come together, we make 
our students stand out because 
they have those soft skills to get 
in front of a recruiter and the 
tech skills to get them the job.”
The senior finance major says 
the technical skills Tech Group 
provides, in addition to ALPFA’s 
curriculum, give members an 
edge over their peers in job 
hunting.
“Once you go to an interview 
and you say ‘I know Excel,’ and 
you really do know it like the 
back of your hand, you have an 
advantage over everyone else,” 
Betancourt said. “You might 
be given a spreadsheet on an 
internship and have to know 
how to create tables or have to 
present a PowerPoint to a higher 
level executive. We teach pretty 
much everything you would need 
to know.”
The organization’s treasurer, 
John Cristancho, says this 
knowledge is the biggest 
takeaway for students who join.
“Last year, I had an internship 
with Johnson and Johnson and 
during my interview they asked 
me to do a ‘vlookup,’ and walk 
them through it,” Cristancho 
said. “Many of us, when we 
went into our first internship, we 
didn’t know what was expected 
of us as far as technical software, 
so that’s what we strive to 
teach [members]. Not only for 
internships, but when they go for 
a full-time position.”
To help give students the 
skills needed for the types 
of jobs they’re seeking, Tech 
Kevin Betancourt
President
Tech  Group
... When we come together, we make our students stand 
out because they have those soft skills to get in front of a 
recruiter and the tech skills to get them the job.
SEE TECH, PAGE 5
Top Right: A Microsoft employee shares 
how to use the Microsoft Surface Desktop with 
students who were interested in the products.
Cayla Bush /The BeaCon
Cayla Bush /The BeaCon
Cayla Bush /The BeaCon
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University program helps abuse victims
STEPHANIE CASTRO
Staff Writer
stephanie.castro@fiusm.com
  
Every minute, nearly 20 
people are physically abused by 
an intimate partner in the United 
States, according to the National 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence. In one year, this 
equates to more than 10 million 
women and men.
Domestic violence is often 
referred to as the silent killer, 
with its victims petrified to 
come forward in fear of putting 
their lives in danger — and it’s 
becoming more common. 
In Florida alone, 106,882 
crimes of domestic violence 
were reported to Florida law 
enforcement agencies in 2014, 
resulting in 64,460 arrests. 
During the 2014-2015 
fiscal year, Florida’s certified 
domestic violence centers 
provided 546,658 nights of 
emergency shelter to 15,397 
survivors of domestic violence 
and their children, as stated by 
the Florida Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence. 
In addition, only 34 percent 
of people who are injured 
by intimate partners receive 
medical care for their injuries 
— meaning a large majority of 
victims don’t come forward, 
seek medical treatment or 
support.
However, abuse isn’t 
only physical; abuse can 
be transgressed verbally, 
emotionally and mentally. Four 
in 10 women and four in 10 
men have experienced at least 
one form of coercive control 
by an intimate partner in their 
lifetime.
At FIU, the Wellness Center 
has the Victim Empowerment 
Program dedicated to providing 
confidential assistance to 
students, faculty, staff and 
university visitors who have 
been victimized through threats 
or physical violence. 
With women between the ages 
of 18 to 24 being the most at-risk 
population for violence, VEP 
makes it their goal to support 
those who have been victimized 
and educate the public on issues 
relating to victimization. 
The staff consists of six 
experienced individuals who 
have made it their goal to 
enhance safety and promote 
healthy relationships by 
sponsoring awareness activities, 
prevention education, peer 
education and collaborating 
with university officials. The 
University’s victim advocates 
are primary mental health 
professionals who are trained in 
trauma and crisis intervention.
VEP offers 24-hour support, 
information and advocacy, 
as well as accompaniment 
to court, meetings, hearings 
and depositions involving the 
criminal justice system or FIU 
student conduct process. 
The VEP also offers 
emergency walk-in hours at 
the Modesto Maidique Campus 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
For further information, 
please visit http://studentaffairs.
f i u . e d u / w e l l n e s s / v i c t i m -
empowerment-program/index.
php. To make an appointment 
call 305-348-2277 and ask to 
speak to an advocate counselor. 
For emergency after hours, call 
305-348-3000.
English Honor
Society host meeting
JULIAN BALBOA
Contributing Writer
life@fiusm.com
FIU has so many organizations 
on campus that it’s often 
challenging for students to find a 
place where they fit in the most. 
There are clubs for every kind of 
major, interest, religion, hobby, 
passion, obsession, all on campus 
and active. It really is impressive 
how many thriving clubs there 
are. 
English majors make up a 
small number of the campus’ 
population, so finding the right 
club for them may prove to be 
a bit difficult. However, there is 
only one honor society catered 
for an English major’s interests: 
Sigma Tau Delta.
FIU’s chapter of Sigma Tau 
Delta is always ready to welcome 
new members with open arms and 
creative minds. Their schedule is 
always queued with fun events 
that are sure to stir a newfound 
interest in literature and writing. 
Whether it’s movie nights 
welcoming analytical discussion, 
open mics for members to recite 
their best material in front of their 
peers or topical round tables, 
there’s an event for everyone. 
On Tuesday, Nov. 29, Sigma 
Tau Delta will host its Monthly 
Book Club meeting, where 
students of the club discuss 
the chosen book, C.S. Lewis’ 
“The Magician’s Nephew,” 
given the theme for November 
is “Fantasy.” Members will 
discuss themes present in the 
book and the relation they have 
with a variety of topics, such as 
personal experience, morality, 
and many more. 
Omar Morillo, president 
of Sigma Tau Delta, is very 
passionate about running events 
that invoke discussion and trigger 
creativity in members.
“I love this organization and 
have been a member for years. 
I want to be able to get people 
excited about coming out to our 
events,” said Morillo.
Maybe that quiet kid that’s 
kept to himself has always 
wanted to share his writing with 
the world and he hasn’t had a 
chance to be heard. We want him 
or her to be a member of Sigma 
Tau Delta. We want to give him 
that voice. A few years ago, that 
was me.
So, please come out and join 
us if you enjoy literature and 
writing or are a fan of writing.
Group hosts weekly workshops and 
individual teaching sessions. Each of 
the organization’s events are planned 
to develop students professionally and 
academically, said Juan Grajales, the 
organization’s program director.
“When it comes to our workshops, 
we set up the curriculum so that students 
can apply some of the skills not just for 
work but also in the school environment,” 
Grajales. “... We try to have the student 
body to be aware of the fact that if you 
are in need of these skills, then we are 
an organization that is open to all FIU 
students.”
The workshops and events usually 
bring firms and professionals to offer 
networking opportunities and real-world 
experiences, said Betancourt. 
“The people who teach our workshops 
have prior knowledge in the field, so they 
are credible ...They provide us with data 
and whatever we may need, in addition to 
having professionals who are still in the 
field and have lots of experience, and they 
give us great lessons,” Betancourt said.
These opportunities come from 
partnerships the organization creates with 
big-named companies that are looking for 
Latino employees.
“This fall, we had partnerships with 
Deloitte, a Big Four accounting firm, 
and they came out and held workshops 
with us. We also had a partnership with 
Microsoft, where they held a workshop 
at the Microsoft Store. We had gaming 
tournaments, or events in the GC Pit 
where they get to show their virtual reality 
and different products,” Betancourt said.
Cristancho says the organization is 
also attempting to build a partnership 
with JPMorgan Chase to assist students 
interested in finance and give them some 
exposure to the various segments of the 
business world.
“When we partner with different 
organizations, because Tech Group 
doesn’t charge a membership fee, one of 
our goals is to get sponsorship through 
those companies. So we’re giving 
exposure to the company to students but 
we’re also providing a way to run the 
organization,” said Cristancho.
Experiences like these are why it’s 
important to get involved and apply for 
leadership positions, he says.
Betancourt says joining the 
organization gave him a leg up on the 
competition and from the things he’s 
learned, he’s gotten post-graduation job 
offers. One of the biggest lessons he’s 
taking away from the organization is to 
seek opportunities to learn more.
“You can know nothing, and learn 
anything. Just because you don’t know 
something doesn’t mean you should be 
discouraged,” said Betancourt. “If you 
don’t know something, come to us and 
we’ll help you.
To learn more, visit Tech Group’s 
website: http://www.techgroupfiu.org.
Tech organization arms 
students with job skills
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Who are you without a 
social image? It’s almost 
impossible to consider 
an identity without one, 
being that the internet 
is both accessed and 
accessible to virtually 
anyone, starting 
approximately at three 
years old — according to a 2013 study 
reported in The Telegraph. 
In three years, the internet has evolved 
immensely and so has our connection to 
it, from adolescent years all the way to 
adulthood. Our grandparents and older 
relatives are also taking a deeper interest 
in the cyber world.
My 55-year-old father, who just two 
months ago admitted to me that he’d 
prefer his dust-covered, flip mobile phone 
over a touch screen device, is currently 
happily texting away using emoticons, 
streaming videos on  his laptop and is 
sometimes more knowledgeable on the 
digital social scene than I am. 
Statista, an online statistics portal, 
reported that as of May 2015, 81 percent 
of Americans between the ages of 50 and 
64 years old are internet users, along with 
58 percent of Americans ages 65 years 
and older. 
Channel networks such as “Disney 
Junior” or” Sprout” (formerly PBS 
Kids Sprout) assure us that media 
broadcasting-and the subliminal messages 
within them-reaches us all, even from a 
very young age. 
“92.2 percent of one year olds have 
already used a mobile device,” David 
L. Hill said in an article written by John 
Kublin of The New York Times. 
TV causes a decrease of physical 
activity in American children and 
American adults spend five and a half 
hours watching television a day, according 
to the article.
This means that while anyone can 
watch a screen, they are not able to 
abstain — adults and children alike— 
from societal and social influences.
This is because the internet and TV, 
along with many other programming tools, 
have become portals to filter messages, 
both consciously and subliminally to the 
average individual. 
These messages are everywhere: it’s 
the ads we see, persuading us to shop 
so we can look better or in season; it’s 
the social media entertainers we watch 
to enjoy and/or imitate, for example the 
popular Dubsmash videos or challenges; 
and ultimately it’s the lifestyles we wish 
we had or will have in the future, in reality 
shows or Instagram profiles. 
These messages allow us to conjure 
a fantasy, live as someone else, or a 
preferred version of ourselves through 
pictures using Instagram, Tumblr, 
Pinterest; quotes using Twitter; video 
using Snapchat, Vine, Periscope; or all of 
the above using Facebook, the motherload 
of all social networks. 
It becomes almost impossible for us 
to remember who we were before. Before 
people liked your picture without knowing 
your character, before you were cosigned 
and retweeted without a single greeting or 
introduction and before people watched 
and decided they enjoyed your videos 
simply because you already had thousands 
of views.
For that, this is why I write my column, 
“A is for Anti,” an oppositional commentary 
on the societal and social influences of 
America. This is the commitment I have 
made to the salvation and preservation of 
harvesting and harnessing our own, true, 
unique identities. Before they could be 
influenced and fabricated.
Akilah Davis is a contributing writer to 
FIU student media. Her column, A is For 
Anti, provides oppositional commentary 
on the social and societal influences in 
America. For suggestions or comments, 
please contact Akilah at opinion@fiusm.
com
Internet fabricates and erases our true identities
A IS FOR ANTI
AKILAH DAVIS
These messages allow us to conjure a fantasy, live as someone 
else, or a preferred version of ourselves through pictures using 
Instagram, Tumblr, Pinterest; quotes using Twitter; video using 
Snapchat, Vine, Periscope; or all of the above using Facebook, 
the motherload of all social networks. 
O, STARRY NIGHT
Astronomy Club to go camping and observe night sky
KALI-RAY SKINNER
Contributing Writer
life@fiusm.com
Sci-fi movies about distant galaxies, 
camping trips to explore the clear skies 
and hiking trips; these and many more 
activities are hosted by  the Astronomy 
Club for students interested in learning 
about astronomy and meeting like-
minded people.
The club, which received a “Club 
of the Year” award in 2015, hosts game 
nights, during which they set up consoles 
and telescopes in the Stocker Astroscience 
Center. They also have movie nights, 
showing astronomy and sci-fi films, and 
karaoke nights.
Most of the events are held in AsC, 
either on the first or fourth floor, which 
is the roof where telescopes are used. 
The lectures are held in Chemistry and 
Physics, room 145 or on the first floor, 
depending on the attendance size. There 
are no requirements to join the club.
Every Saturday from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m., the observatory opens up the dome 
and uses the large telescope. The event is 
completely free and open to public.
“For star parties, we set up three 
telescopes and point it at whatever it is 
our members want to look at, a planet, 
galaxy or star cluster. We observe the 
sky and get a feel for what it’s like to be 
an astronomer,” said Jennifer Medina, 
treasurer and physics major. 
In the summer, the club hosts a Key 
West-themed star party with frozen 
non-alcoholic margaritas, key lime pies 
and Jimmy Buffett music. 
The “End of Semester Star Party” will 
be held on Friday, Dec. 9 from 8 to 11 p.m. 
James Webb, who holds a doctorate in 
astronomy, is a physics professor and the 
director of the AsC. He is also the faculty 
advisor of the club and often presents 
lectures, along with other professionals. 
On Dec. 9, Webb will lead a lecture 
discussing a NASA update and telescopes 
will be set up viewing Mars and the Orion 
Nebula, weather permitting. Medina 
says the club often deal with overcast, 
humidity and rain which can prevent 
them from hosting events.
“This is a weather-dependent club,” 
said Medina. “If there’s a chance of rain, 
we can’t take out the telescopes.”
Professional musicians have played 
at the star parties, including a string 
ensemble, and a jazz group. Dr. Webb 
is a musician, he plays at the events 
occasionally and tries to treat his 
astronomy classes to a concert at the end 
of the semester.
For their past camping trips, the club 
has gone to the Everglades, the Keys and 
Kissimmee Prairie State Park. This year’s 
camping trip is at Highlands Hammock 
State Park in Sebring, FL from Dec. 9-12. 
The trip has a base fee of $7 for three 
days, the extra price for food is still being 
negotiated. 
“The beautiful thing about camping 
is the sky is almost completely clear, 
it doesn’t have the light pollution like 
Miami has. We’ll be able to see a lot 
more,” said Medina.
 Students interested in participating 
in the camping trip must contact astro@
fiu.edu by Nov. 28 to reserve their 
spot. For any questions and updates 
on club activities, students can follow 
their Instagram- @astrofiu, Facebook- 
Astronomy Club @ FIU (a group and a 
FB page), OrgSync- http://fiu.orgsync.
com/org/fiuastronomyclub and email- 
astro@fiu.edu. 
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Fighter opinions: do they really matter?
When it comes to global issues, 
some want to hear what combat fighters 
have to say, while others are not too 
keen on the idea of fighters expressing 
themselves outside of the cage. 
Before and after every fight, these 
athletes go through a series of interviews 
where they’re asked about their 
upcoming fight or perhaps their favorite 
movie to watch during spare time.
While fighters expose themselves to 
potential brain damage throughout their careers because 
of the brutal nature of the sport they partake in, this 
doesn’t mean that they can’t form a coherent opinion on 
the issues surrounding our society.
Peter Edouard, a junior studying health services 
administration, believes these fighters have valuable 
input despite the head trauma they may endure. 
“Obviously, after a bunch of hits to the head, the 
cognitive ability will start to decrease, but it does so 
over a period of time. They aren’t hindered straightaway, 
therefore they can still make their own decisions,” said 
Edouard. 
Fighter opinion has been disregarded for quite some 
time now, but it recently skyrocketed to an insurmountable 
level during and after the presidential election. When 
fighters were asked who they intended on voting for, 
those who decided on the Republican Party candidate 
were shot down with denunciations like “He’s been hit 
way too many times in the head to think clearly.” 
How could this be the general reaction when a fighter 
chooses to express themselves? Shouldn’t we praise them 
for being forthright instead of quiet because they’ve 
accepted the fact that their occupation is what they’re 
solely judged on? 
It’s an insult to those who want to express their 
opinions, and also those who wanted to hear what these 
men and women have to say. Resorting to stereotypical 
insults on their mental capacity only prevents a dialogue 
and delays the conversation.
Kassandra Casanova, a freshman majoring in 
interdisciplinary studies, knows far too well the negative 
stigma surrounding the idea of fighters expressing 
themselves. For about a year, Casanova trained in boxing 
as a hobby and exposed herself to being hit in the head. 
“Any time people feel like they don’t want to be 
opposed, they try to shun you and say things like, ‘you 
box so you must have brain damage,’” said Casanova. 
“I think the problem here is that immature people don’t 
want to deal with opposition so they blame it on anything 
they can.”
Unfortunately for fighters, it is a lot easier to blame 
opposing views on health issues. Casanova, however, 
believes their opinions are just as valid as everyone else’s.
“Just because they don’t pertain to your own values 
or beliefs doesn’t mean they have to be discounted,” she 
said. 
At the end of the day, fighters are people just like you 
and me. If we were to be silenced or censored for our own 
beliefs, it would likely be an infuriating experience that 
you or anyone else should not have to go through.
So, the next time that a fighter expresses themselves, 
listen. They could be saying something worthwhile.
Kristen’s Korner is a column focusing on issues 
that affect students interested in sports. For questions, 
commentary or suggestions, email Kristen at kristen.
king@fiusm.com.
VICTOR SAN GERMAN
Contributing Writer
sports@fiusm.com
Welcome to a new era, FIU football fans. The expectations 
have changed drastically with the signing of former ESPN 
analyst, Butch Davis, who has had an impressive reputation 
during his time in the NFL as well as the NCAA football 
programs. 
He helped lead the Dallas Cowboys in back-to-back Super 
Bowl championships in 1992 and 1993 under legendary Head 
Coach Jimmie Johnson as the defensive coordinator. From 
1995 to 2000. he bolstered an overall 51-20 record as the head 
coach for the Miami Hurricanes. Then, he constructed one of 
the most dominating teams in college football history: the 2001 
Miami Hurricanes.
In a short three-year stint with the Cleveland Browns 
as their head coach, Davis led the Browns to the playoffs 
in only his second year. After resigning from the Browns in 
2004, he returned to college football as the head coach for 
the Hurricanes’ division rival, Carolina Tar Heels. He led 
the Tar Heels in back-to-back bowl appearances in 2008 and 
2009 before being fired in 2011, due to NCAA investigations 
of academic misconduct and allegations of players receiving 
improper benefits from agents.
His previous tenure in college football didn’t exactly have 
a happy ending, Davis has a proven track record. After yet 
another losing season, Davis might be the coach the University’s 
football program has been looking for.
“There is unbelievable passion,” said Davis during his press 
conference. “There was not one time that I ever spent any 
time in the presence of people that had an association that you 
couldn’t get excited about the opportunity about being here, 
people love this school, they love this institution, they love the 
kids that are on this campus. Not just the athletes, but every 
student that goes to school here.”
With an entire program to work with, Davis is determined 
to make the football program a contending team and bring 
undergrad students and alumni together to support the new era 
of FIU football.
“We got to unite those fans and those alums and get those 
people back in that stadium,” said Davis. “I’ve already started 
talking to Pete [Garcia] we got to double deck this stadium, it’s 
not nearly going to be big enough.”
Davis plans to get acclimated with the University and its 
students, and show them his new Panther pride. 
Proven track 
record a plus for 
Butch Davis
Pete Garcia, the 
Univers i ty’s 
e x e c u t i v e 
director of 
Sports and 
Entertainment, 
seems to have 
earned back 
some trust from 
the community 
after landing what is surely his 
biggest hire, Butch Davis. 
Garcia has been highly 
criticized the past few years 
by the media, students, alumni 
and boosters, mainly due to the 
shortcomings of the three major 
sports at FIU – the football, 
baseball and basketball teams. 
A little over two months ago, 
Garcia’s contract, which was 
extended in 2013, was up and 
President Mark Rosenberg had 
a decision to make. Banners 
flew over the school, paid for by 
boosters, with a message to the 
president, “Fire Pete Garcia.” 
Students petitioned over 
Facebook and Twitter, begging 
for a change in the University’s 
athletic director. An account on 
Twitter was also created with 
the handle, @FirePeteGarcia. 
Despite the high demand 
not to renew Garcia’s contract, 
Rosenberg, only two days after 
a banner flew over the school 
asking for him to be fired, 
extended Garcia’s contract for 
two more years through 2018. 
Garcia also announced in a 
statement that he would then 
step away from the program 
after finishing his new contract, 
wanting to “explore new 
professional challenges.
Now, two months removed 
from his contract extension, 
Garcia has brought in perhaps 
the most anticipated name the 
school has ever had. Butch 
Davis, revered among South 
Florida football fans following 
his success with the University 
of Miami, has given the FIU 
football community something 
to be excited for. 
After years of asking for 
Garcia’s head, one must wonder 
if this signing will change not 
only the current state of the 
football program, but how 
Garcia will be remembered after 
his time at the University is up. 
Will it be for signing Isaiah 
Thomas to coach the men’s 
basketball team? Or for firing 
Mario Cristobal, the most 
beloved FIU coach since the 
creation of the football team 15 
years ago, who took the program 
to two bowl games? 
Perhaps Garcia will be 
remembered most for allowing 
the University to host a crossfit 
competition on the new 
hardwood court, which was 
completely ruined because 
crossfit on wood is never a good 
idea. 
According to FIU, the 
decision to extend Garcia’s 
contract was because the 
school “has enjoyed 16 
conference championships, 
20 postseason appearances 
and more than two-dozen 
student-athletes have garnered 
All-America selection,” during 
his time as athletic director. 
It’s also important to note the 
improvements in the classroom 
by the student-athletes as well. 
People can say what they 
want, but this is why Pete Garcia 
was given another chance. To 
bring in a name, like Butch 
Davis, who can revitalize your 
program like no other can. 
The relationship between 
Garcia and Davis has been well 
documented. Garcia joined 
Davis in 2001, before his time 
with the Panthers, 
when Butch took the 
Cleveland Browns 
job in the NFL. 
The two had been 
seen together back 
in 2011 at FIU’s 
baseball games as 
well. 
For Garcia, some 
of the criticism has 
surely been fair. It 
will be interesting 
to see which Garcia 
is remembered – the 
one who brought 
in Scott Calabrese, 
Randy Horner, 
Mervyl Melendez and now 
Butch Davis? Or the athletic 
director who led to boosters 
flying flags over the school 
asking for him to be fired? 
Regardless, there is no doubt 
that his last hire at FIU is one 
that finally has the Panther 
community excited for a football 
season. 
Solana Speaks is a column 
focusing on trending topics in 
FIU sports.  For questions, 
commentary or suggestions 
email Alejandro at alejandro.
solana@fiusm.com.
New head coach hire will 
change views on Pete Garcia
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GOING GLOBAL
Fitness class teaches students international styles of dance
JULIETA RODRIGO
Contributing Writer
sports@fiusm.com
No other fitness class lets you 
explore dances around the world in one 
hour like  Jai Ho Fit.
Offered at the Wellness and 
Recreation Center at The Biscayne Bay 
Campus on Mondays from noon to 1 
p.m., Jai Ho Fit (World Dance) is a free 
dance and fitness class that samples 
various international styles of dance in 
a condensed lesson, and you don’t need 
a passport to participate.
Jai Ho means “victory” in Hindi, and 
alludes to the successful incorporation 
of global dance traditions into a 
cohesive and fun choreography, 
according to fitness instructor Janet 
Uribe.
Created seven years ago, the class 
originally operated under the name, 
“Bollywood Fusion Fitness.” However, 
three years ago, the name was changed 
to Jai Ho (World Dance) to acknowledge 
the influence of Hawaiian, Polynesian, 
African and hip-hop styles in the class. 
The class is very fast-paced; among 
other techniques, students are taught 
how to isolate their muscles, meaning 
how to move their hips without moving 
their core, and how to dance to different 
rhythms and beats.
Uribe’s music choices travel from 
one ethnic region to another and 
provides easy-to-follow instructions 
for the routines. Students will 
find themselves smiling from the 
combination of energetic and playful 
dance moves while their heartbeats 
increase with the upbeat music. 
The music played in class includes 
songs from the Punjab region in 
North India, Mumbai in West India, 
Bangladesh, Brazil, Polynesia and 
Africa. Many indigenous roots are 
honored in the class, particularly with 
the inclusion of harvest dances. These 
earth dances help natives connect with 
the lands around them, and thus the 
Jai Ho classes are similarly conducted 
barefoot to reflect these traditions. 
Uribe purposely created the class to 
be high-intensity and challenging. 
“In the beginning, [the moves] are a 
little bit complicated,” she said. “But 
it is good because it makes you forget 
about all your problems.” 
Uribe said the class gets students 
away from the stresses in their life such 
as looming exam dates, deadlines or 
work responsibilities. Instead, all your 
thoughts are focused on the techniques, 
and Uribe believes this helps students 
relax and partake in a more spiritually 
beneficial workout. 
“Sometimes, when the class is 
easy, you have a space for thinking,” 
Uribe said. “So we try to channel all 
of the students’ thoughts into the dance 
moves.”
Shirly Czaikowski, a freshman 
majoring in business, told Student 
Media that her love for dance brought 
her to the class. 
“I have always liked dance, so I 
approach every opportunity to try 
and learn more,” she said. “I started 
attending this class during the summer, 
and I enjoy incorporating new moves 
into my routines.” 
Uribe said the class is fun and 
different, and encouraged students to 
try out the class, especially if they have 
never heard of or seen these regional 
dances being performed. 
Classes like hip-hop, reggae or 
Zumba are easier for students to 
connect with than Jai Ho, she said, 
because many people don’t even know 
what the style is. 
“I think the most rewarding thing is 
when you try something different and 
difficult, and this class provides that,” 
Uribe said. 
Soccer team wins second 
game against opponent
BRETT SHWEKY
Contributing Writer
sports@fiusm.com
In a game against the fraternity 
PI KAPPA PHI, midfielder 
Matthew Treumun scored two 
goals to lead “Soccer Club FC” 
to a 4-2 win. The intramural 
matchup featured two teams 
looking to claim the top position 
in the division.                                                      
The victory marked the second 
win of the season for Soccer Club 
FC on Nov. 15, making the team 
2-0 to start the season. During 
these two games, the team scored 
four goals; Soccer Club FC was 
able to shut out the “FC Parrot’s 
Shell” 4-0 for the first game. 
From the start of the match, 
Soccer Club FC dominated and 
controlled the ball for much of 
the first half. With the PI KAPPA 
PHI defenders struggling to keep 
Soccer Club FC players out of its 
territory, the team fell early to a 
1-0 deficit. 
PI KAPPA PHI began to turn 
it around and demanded more 
time of possession toward the 
end of the first half. Time was 
the biggest enemy for PI KAPPA 
PHI as halftime ceased the team’s 
attack and stalled momentum. 
After the second half began, 
Soccer Club FC got back on track 
and opened the second half with 
a second goal making the game 
2-0. With the game starting to get 
out of reach for PI KAPPA PHI, 
the team retaliated and moved 
the ball down the field quickly, 
scoring a goal to stay in the game 
2-1. 
With the game heating up, 
Treumun stepped up for Soccer 
Club FC and began shredding 
the PI KAPPA PHI defense and 
scored a long-range goal and 
making the score 3-1. Giving 
Soccer Club FC momentum the 
team followed up with another 
goal making the game out of 
reach for PI KAPPA PHI. 
Aldofo Zambrana, captain of 
Soccer Club FC, said the main 
Fitness trainer 
recommends diet 
change  to stay fit
HEATHER O’DELL
Contributing Writer
sports@fiusm.com
Christmas season is just 
around the corner, and with 
that comes delicious meals, 
eggnog and cookies. With all 
those yummy temptations, 
it’s easy to stray from your 
fitness goals throughout the 
holidays. 
“The important thing to 
do is find a diet you can 
follow and stick to it,” said 
James Gulliver, personal 
trainer at FIU. “There are 
many [diets] to look into 
including the Atkins diet, 
zone diet and Mediterranean 
diet, just to name a few.”
A lot of diets normally 
advocate a low carbohydrate 
intake, but in fact, this 
method won’t work for 
everyone. Carbohydrates 
are a good source for 
energy.
“I would not recommend 
this for athletes,” Gulliver 
said. “During periods of 
lower activity, I would 
reduce carb intake to 
improve insulin sensitivity 
though.”
One trick Gulliver 
recommends and lives by 
is going to the gym with 
a friend. Going to group 
session workouts tends to 
keep people more consistent 
with their goals. 
FIU offers many ways 
for students to keep fit 
including the Fit2Run team, 
who meets every Monday 
for a group run, and the 
PantherFit group fitness 
classes offered by the 
Wellness and Recreation 
Center. Generally, classes 
are one hour in length and 
focus on the latest trends in 
fitness. 
“The trainers at FIU 
are always happy to help 
out and offer free fitness 
assessments which include 
an exercise prescription,” 
said Gulliver. 
To request a free fitness 
assessment, students 
can register for one at 
s t u d e n t a f f a i r s . f i u . e d u /
wellness. They will be 
contacted via email within 
three business days. All 
fitness assessments will 
take place at the FIU-MMC 
Wellness and Recreation 
Center.
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